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Pat* Appl. No.: Hll-189196 
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Examiner: Yuko TUTATSUYA 933 9 3B00 

Agent: Teruo NOZAKI 

Applied Article: Article 29(2), Article 36 



The present application has been rejected by the following reasons. 
You can submit an argument in writing within 60 days from the mailing 
date of this notice, if any. 

Reasons 

The following claims of the present application cannot be granted under 
the Article 29 (2) of the Japanese Patent Law, because an invention could 
easily have been made, prior to the filing of the patent application, 
by apersonwith ordinary skill in the art to which the invention pertains, 
on the basis of inventions which were described in the following 
publications distributed in Japan or elsewhere prior to the filing of 
the patent application. 

Notes 

(For documents, refer to the following list of cited documents) 

Claims 1-3 
Documents 1 and 2 
Comments : 

Refer to Document 1 for the feature that a flat absorber composed of 
an absorbent layer and a liquid-permeable layer is shaped into a column 
shape* 

Refer to the thin portion 6 of Document 2 for the feature that the absorbent 
layer is formed with a plurality of small recesses which open in the 
flat surface of the absorbent layer and extend into the absorbent layer. 
The feature that the fiber density s>f the absorbent layer is higher 
in peripheral portions of the small recesses than in other portions 
of the absorbent layer (Claim 2) would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art in light of the description from page 3, upper right 
column, lines 7 to 13, 

The feature that the small recesses are formed in plurality individually 
in upper and lower surfaces of the absorbent layer (Claim 3) would be 
a mere design choice for one of ordinary skill in the art 
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Claims 5-7 

Documents 1, 3 and 4 
Comments : 

Refer to Documents 3 and 4 for fiber density. 

Claims 8-11 
Documents 1 and 5 
Comments : 

Refer to Document 5 for fiber thickness* 
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